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An OER Glossary 
This glossary covers terms that are used in all GEES C-change materials: http://c-changeproject.org.uk/ 
Open Educational Resource (OER): an OER is a type of educational resource that has been released for use by others via an ‘open’ license. The development and release of OER has been exemplified by the Open University (OU http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/) and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm), who have released substantial amounts of their curriculum under open licensing for free re-use. 

‘Open’ License: There are a number of different variants of open license, with all enabling the sharing of resources without payment of a fee or royalty. The exact terms of reuse are stipulated by the terms of open license used, and some licenses are made for specific types of resources, such as software. All licenses allow the licensee to stipulate what is permissible in terms of reuse (n.b. if you are not the licensee (see ‘Ownership’), then you cannot apply the license). The license should be added to the resource in question so that users can see the terms of use.

Creative Commons (CC) Licenses: CC licenses are a series of ‘open’ licenses released by Creative Commons, a non-profit organization that works on expanding the range of creative works available for others to build upon and share legally. These licenses allow creators to easily communicate which rights they reserve and which rights they waive for the benefit of users. http://creativecommons.org/ 

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR): IPR are the rights of an author or creator relating to any ideas, products and work created by them that can be protected by a copyright, patent or trademark. For example, where any element of an OER is owned by a third party, written permission for its use must be sought from that party. If permission is not granted, that material must be removed from the OER. 

Copyright: Copyright is a form of IPR that protects resources. This protection covers any works that can be described as in any way literary (e.g. journal articles), artistic or dramatic. It also includes sound and music recordings, films and broadcasts and typographic arrangements. Copyright in particular protects the expression of an idea, but not the idea itself. Copyright can get very confusing and contentious when discipline-specific material such as data, formulas and even databases themselves are used, and it is probably best to discuss this with an expert in your institution. 
 
Moral Rights: Moral rights are a subset of the rights of creators of copyrighted works. This includes the right to have any work you author or create attributed to you. 


Metadata: metadata is data about the OER, such as the author’s name, keywords etc. Metadata is needed to allow users to both find and use the resource appropriately, according to the attached license. Metadata should also provide information on provenance of a resource. 

Ownership: The owner of a copyright work is usually the author, except where other agreements apply. It may be that in relation to any work produced during a job, the employer owns copyright of that work, rather than the employee. This tends to be the default position. The contract of employment, terms of service or other documentation related to employment may detail issues related to ownership of IPR created whilst employed. Contracts differ between institutions, so if unsure, ask the HR department. 

Repositories: Repositories for OER are online locations for storage that allow both easy deposition of OER by creators, and easy location by users. Some repositories are created by institutions to host their own institutions. Other repositories are held by external agencies, such as JorumOpen (http://open.jorum.ac.uk/) and MERLOT (http://www.merlot.org/), and can either be general or specialized. 

Web 2.0: The term ‘Web 2.0’ is associated with web applications that facilitate interactive information sharing, interoperability and collaboration online. A number of OER creators use Web 2.0 sites (such as Flickr, YouTube or SlideShare) to hold their work. 

Digital assets: a digital asset is any form of content and/or media that has been formatted into a binary source AND has an open license attached to it. An example of a digital asset of use to the GEES community might be a photographic image of a volcano, with a CC license for educational open use, and associated metadata.
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